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Bill Salkilld makes final the adjustments

Above: about to fire Bill’s brainchild
Below: preparing to launch

Neil Dudgeon aka DCI Barnaby at Kempton

Banner back in position for steaming

Midsomer Murders

Bill gets the hang of banner repair

manipulating the existing two hoisting ropes
supporting the pipe. 
After several unsuccessful attempts and a

number of modifications, the device was lined
up with the help of a video camera fitted with
a powerful zoom lens. This was focused on
the loop using a monitor at ground level.
Once in position, the mouse line was fired
through the loop. One problem remained – the
lead weight attached to the mouse line was
not heavy enough to pull it through the loop
by more than a few inches. The solution was
to shake the end of the line so that the weight
dropped down – painfully slowly – until it
was within reach and could be safely secured.
The mouse line was then used to raise a

larger rope towing a new pulley and we were
back in business with all three ropes ready to
hoist the repaired banner. The whole exercise
took five people, and a crowd of observers,
around three hours to complete.
Ironically, about a week later, we were able

to use a cherry picker. It had been brought on
site by the film crew of Midsomer Murders
and we used it to thread the banner rope over
the pulley in the normal way. The original
exercise was not wasted, however, because
the middle banner rope broke just before the
last steaming weekend of the year and we
used Bill’s ingenious method to repair it. This
time it only took two hours!

High winds last summer broke one of
the three ropes used to hoist our
“Kempton in steam” banner. The

rope probably chafed against the building and
snapped, tearing the banner in the process.
The ropes pass over pulleys about 40 feet up
and the only obvious ways to reach them were
to use scaffolding or a hired cherry picker. 
Unable to resist a challenge, our volunteers

came up with some bright ideas. John Hennah
attached a remotely operated tree pruner to a
long pole and, with a bit of help, was able to
cut away the tangled rope and successfully
retrieve the torn banner. 
Bill Salkilld then devised an ingenious way

of replacing the rope from ground level.
Threading it over the empty pulley would
have been very difficult. The alternative was
to abandon the pulley and thread a new rope
through the loop to which the pulley was
attached. This loop has an aperture of around
11/2 inches and the idea was to use a new rope
to raise an additional pulley that would carry a
replacement banner hauling rope.
This would be done by using the two

remaining hoisting ropes to lift a length of
pipe, one end of which could then be posi-
tioned close to the loop. Attached to the end of
this pipe would be a wooden arrangement that
would carry an arrow-like device. This could
be remotely operated by cords to pass through
the loop, before dropping down under its own
weight and pulling a mouse line behind it.
The angle and position of the horizontal

pipe would be controlled from the ground by

No sooner had the great Hercule Poirot
paid his last visit to Kempton than we
had another famous detective hunting

down a prime suspect. DCI John Barnaby –
aka Neil Dudgeon – spent a week at Kempton
with his new sidekick, DS Charlie Nelson
(Gwilym Lee), while the film crew turned the
turbine floor into a biscuit factory.
Fans of DS Jones will be sorry to hear that

he has moved on after seven years and 50
episodes. And if you like statistics, how about
these: out of 291 people to die in Midsomer
Murders, 268 have been murdered, 12 died
accidentally, 11 were suicides and a mere nine
died of natural causes.
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Record breaking autumn season at Kempton

One of the wonderful Meccano models

One of a pair of rare Delorians gets ready
to take flight in front of the engine house Diane and Jeffrey Salkilld (above) display

their wares, while Sue Chorley makes lace

Part of the Titanic exhibition with curator
Sean Szmalc in White Star Line uniform

Paul Ross, Simon Bolton and Les TinsleyGuest drivers Keith Bryant and Alan Kerr

There was no shortage of aspiring steam
buffs eager to get their hands on the
controls this autumn. 

In September, retired engineering trainer
Alan Kerr thought spending a day as a Guest
Driver would be just the thing for himself and
his friend Keith Bryant, who was paying
his first-ever visit to Kempton. “I’m really 
enjoying it,” Keith said. “What an amazing
piece of engineering!”
Also driving that weekend were Les Tinsley

and Simon Bolton, who were invited by their
friend, Society member Paul Ross: “Paul told
me about Kempton over a beer,”said Simon,
“then he surprised me by inviting me along.”
When asked what he thought of the Triple,
Simon said: “I like BIG things!”
Another Guest Driver who thoroughly

enjoyed getting his hands dirty was Ross
Mallock, who came with his son-in-law Adam
Dobby. “It was my birthday present,” Ross
said. “I’ve always loved steam and anything
mechanical.” For Adam it was one of many
visits he has made to Kempton: “I knew Ross
would love it and it would make a good 
present for his birthday.”
There are four Guest Driver slots every

steaming weekend and they get snapped up
pretty quickly. You will spend the day 
learning about steam, lubrication and running
the Triple and you’ll get a chance to actually
drive it. It costs just £50 for the day, you get a
certificate at the end and it makes a brilliant
birthday present. To book, simply email Peter
Simpson at peter@simpson26.plus.com or
telephone the press office on 020 3565 3586.

of ’70s Cadillacs and, competing with them
for size as well as rarity, a pair of magnificent
Jaguar 420Gs. This year’s date has been set
for Sunday 28 September, so don’t miss it!
Another success story was our Titanic:

Word is finally getting around, if our
visitor numbers are to be believed.
Our Classic Car and Bike Show in

September drew large crowds to see the 
beautiful collection of pre- and post-war 
vehicles. On show were two Deloreans, a pair

Honour & Glory exhibition in October, which
included rare artefacts from the doomed liner,
a fascinating display of photographs and a
very popular children’s area with jigsaw and
dressing-up box. The exhibition ‘crew’, led by
curator Sean Szmalc, wore White Star Line
uniforms and did a steady business selling
memorabilia and Titanic items.
Our final steaming weekend of the year 

featured our seasonal Arts and Crafts Fair,
giving visitors a chance to buy hand-made
gifts for Christmas. 
Volunteer Rick Scholefield displayed some

of her impressive macramé, Diane Salkilld
and son Jeffrey had an array of cards and other
festive items. Meanwhile, Sue Chorley
demonstrated her lacemaking skills and
children watched an amazing collection of
working Meccano models on the turbine floor.
This year, for the first time, the Triple will

be in steam every month from March through
to November. See page 3 for the dates and
look out for our new brochure and exciting
calendar of events for 2014.

In the last edition of Triple News, we
reported on the big valve that supplies
water to the No 9 auxiliary set. It was well

and truly stuck but, thanks to the healing powers
of a famous fizzy drink, it has now been freed!
After heating it, hitting it and cursing it, some-
one had the idea of filling it with cola. A week
later, some of the liquid was seen seeping out
and, after applying a bit of force, the valve
opened! A new use for a popular drink?

Learner drivers queue up

Stop Press



Meet the team

Rick Scholefield

Flooding undermined the track and made
running impossible on some Sundays

Darent emerges, suitably dressed, from the
night sky at the Christmas steaming event

Double heading with Thomas Wicksteed
and Darent our newly acquired locomotive
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in Richmond, meeting a number of local
celebrities, then moved to office sales in the
stationery business. She enjoyed office work
and spent the next 20 years with a security
company. There, she honed her computer
skills and led a team auditing police records –
a job that involved liaising with police forces
all over the UK .
Some years after her dad died, her mum had

a stroke and moved into a residential home
locally. Rick decided to leave the security
company to spend more time with her mother
and got a part-time job. This lasted a few
months, but she found volunteering much
more fun and ended up helping at Ashton
Lodge Nursing Home in Sunbury, where her
mum lived. 
With Jerry for a husband and Dick as a 

brother-in-law, the writing was on the wall
and it was inevitable that she would end up
volunteering at the museum and railway.
When she’s not manning the footplate on
Darent, her very own steam locomotive, she
enjoys gardening and baking cakes, not to
mention being an engine driver, fireman and
railway guard. She also loves exchanging
ideas, recipes (and laughs) with the museum
ladies while on refreshments or foyer duty. 

by using her talents for watercolours and
guitar playing, she made enough money to
pay for chips and pasties. On her return home
from Cornwall, she settled down to various
shop jobs until she moved to London.
She spent 10 years working in an opticians

Rick was born in the Midlands. Her
mother was a farmer and her father a
builder, hence her interest in gardening

and all things practical. She got an early
grounding in health and safety issues. While
trying to carve a wooden candlestick, she cut
through her trouser leg, narrowly avoiding
losing a leg. On another occasion, she got
her finger stuck in a kaleidoscope while trying
to investigate how it worked and it had to be
demolished to remove her finger.
Her older brother was keen on engines and

until he retired, worked for British Rail in
various roles, including communications. As
youngsters on holiday in Cornwall, Rick and
her brother loved train spotting at St Erth
station, although Rick admits that the steam
engines were a bit scary to a small child –
little did she know she would one day own one!
Rick originally decided to become a chef but

luckily for her, she had the worst possible
careers adviser, telling her to take all the wrong
O-levels and eliminating any possibility of her
getting into the right college. With hindsight,
Rick reckons working in a kitchen would have
been too much like hard work!
After leaving school, Rick became a hippy

in St Ives. Having learnt to do macramé and

After the Hanworth Loop’s official
opening in May, steam loco Thomas
Wicksteed carried on running until its

return to Kew Bridge Steam Museum in
September. Not only did it provide visitors
with steam rides for most of the season, but
the KBSM crews trained our volunteers to
operate it. Our thanks go to KBSM trustees
for making it possible. 
Due to the generosity of MWBRS member

Rick Scholefield, we now have another steam
locomotive on loan. Rick, encouraged by her
husband Jerry, bought Darent, an Andrew
Barclay 0-4-0 in full certificated working
order. It arrived at Kempton on 31 August,
just 10 days before Thomas Wicksteed left.
The chance to run the two locos double-

headed was too good to miss but, it would
have to be carefully planned to avoid any
accidents. The double-headed train didn’t
carry passengers, but it provided a brilliant
photo opportunity. Geoff Courtney covered
the event for Heritage Railway magazine with
an article headed “Double delight for
London’s newest steam railway”, which
summed up the day for all of us!

Darent continued giving rides almost every
Sunday and museum open weekends until
November. It would have been every Sunday
had the track not been flooded twice thanks to
a combination of a leaking water main and a
blocked sewer. The water submerged about 30
metres of track around the station area and our
pumps couldn’t cope with it. The flood shifted
the ballast, affecting the track alignment, and
undermined the subsoil. A man from Thames
Water did his best to resolve the problems so
that we could re-ballast the track and align it
ready for the Christmas steaming event. 

Darent originally worked at Provan
Gasworks, Glasgow, as 2ft 6in gauge locomo-
tive number 3, from 1903 until the 1950s. It
was then sold and went to Eynsford Light
Railway in Kent, where it was regauged to 2ft,
fitted with a cab and called Darent after the
local river of the same name.
Since it was regauged, Darent has operated

at the Bredgar and Wormshill Light Railway
and Amberley Chalkpits Museum. Some
years before arriving at Eynsford, it was
reported to be on static display at the entrance
to Gloddfa Ganol, a Blaenau Ffestiniog slate

quarry. If anyone has any information about
this, or a photograph, please let us know.

It is with regret that we have to report thedeath of Ron Doran, one of the Thursday
mechanical team. His tales of his exploits

against officialdom will be greatly missed.
Our condolences are extended to his family.

The Triple and the railway will be running
on the following weekends:

Ron Doran

Steaming 2014

Full steam ahead for the railway… floods permitting

Mar 22-23
Apr 26-27
May 24-25
June 21-22
July 19-20
Aug 23-24
Sept 27-28
Oct 18-19
Nov 15-16

For details of all special
events and attractions, plus
opening times, go to
www.kemptonsteam.org.
The railway will run on

Saturday and Sunday when
the triple is in steam, and also
every Sunday from 30 March
until 16 November. Details at
w w w . h a m p t o n
kemptonrailway.org.uk.
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Restoration of a turbine auxiliary set, part 4: the electric motor controller

As part of the restoration of the No 9
auxiliary set, we had to refurbish the
electric motor controller – the motor

itself had already been overhauled and tested.
The controller has a steel case, is about 5ft
high, with a footprint of 18in x 24in, and
electrical parts mounted on a large slate panel.
The controller uses a standard arrangement

of series resistors for the armature and field
circuits. The armature circuit has electrical
interlocks and the motor can only be started
with maximum armature resistance in circuit to
limit the motor current. The main relays will
only self-hold when all the armature resistors
are out of circuit. Also included is magnetic
overload protection, with oil dashpots and
electrical and mechanical door interlocks.
The controller was installed on a low plinth

adjacent to the auxiliary equipment in the base-
ment directly below set No 9. After the engine
house was decommissioned, it would have
been submerged in oily water for some time.

Getting started
First, we needed to take photographs of the
controller as an historical record and to help
with reassembly. We decided to disconnect the
cabinet and move it to the new electrical
workshop, where the lighting and working
conditions were better.
Before moving the controller to the work-

shop, the steel case was removed and the
internal frame was bolted to a small wooden
base with castors. The steel case and doors
were then cleaned and repainted.

With the case removed, we were able to take
more photos and trace and document the wiring
before planning our restoration strategy.

Restoration begins
There was a thick deposit on every surface,
which couldn’t be washed off, so we decided,
as a trial, to remove a part near the top of the
panel and clean it on the bench. The part had
been mounted on the slate slab and this was
cleaned locally. This seemed to work, so we
carried on, working from the top down,
tackling one component at a time. 
The interconnecting wiring behind the slate

panel appeared to be VIR (Vulcanised India
Rubber), with the normal braided and waxed
outer cotton cover and intact hard rubber

ferules at the ends to prevent it from fraying.
The cabling had never been disturbed and

was in relatively good condition. Low-
resistance insulation would not be a problem
because it was clipped to an insulating slab, so
we gave it a light clean, leaving as much of it
as possible untouched. 
Having repainted the steel case, it was

reunited with the interior frame and the slate
panel. The next job was to re-attach the two
meters to the top of the cabinet. These had
already been dismantled and our instrument
specialist, Ron Early, cleaned them as best he
could. He also made and fitted new scales to
replace the originals, which couldn’t be read. 
Both meters are of the moving iron type.

We discovered that the voltmeter had an open
circuit coil and open circuit series resistor. The
coil winding company we used about a year
ago had ceased trading, so we decided to
rewind the coil using a lathe as a makeshift coil
winder. This proved relatively easy and, once
reassembled, the meter worked first time. 

Almost there…
With the hinged doors now glazed and fitted,
and the final paintwork completed, the
controller can be returned to its plinth in the
basement. We still need to connect it to the
DC distribution panel and to the motor, using
new cables. Once this has been done, the field
current resistor, which was removed for ease of
transport and refurbished as a separate unit, can
then be refitted to the side of the controller.
Bill Salkilld, who carried out the restoration

said: “At first sight, refurbishment of this 
controller appeared to be a formidable task,
with no certainty of a successful outcome.
However, dealing with one component at a
time has made the task manageable. 
“There has been a degree of luck in finding

nothing damaged beyond repair and, with the
help of a number of members with specialist
skills, this project is now very near to what we
hope will be a successful conclusion.” 
With the restoration of the controller more

or less finished, the team can now concentrate
on the mechanical work to finish restoring
the No 9 auxiliary set. 

The restored controller with its ammeter
and voltmeter fitted

The inside of the controller showing the
components mounted on their slate panel


