
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – May 2020.
Coronavirus
The twice-weekly site visits are proceeding as planned and Linda and I have completed two of these.
The  security  work  is  still  being  progressed  and on our  last  visit  the  security  guard  Jason proudly
demonstrated his new entrance gates for us. It really is beginning to look like Fort Knox there!

Note for accuracy – the facility often referred to in this context as Fort Knox is actually the United
States Bullion Depository. Fort Knox is the United States Army post located adjacent to the depository! 
The site remains closed but the Society committee and the Trust will continue to monitor the situation
carefully and will advise volunteers as soon as it is felt that it is safe to return to volunteer working.

Health and safety
At a recent meeting with Thames Water they stated that no vehicles must ever be parked on any of the
site’s access road. This means that on open weekends we can no longer use the road to the Primary
Filter House for parking when the overflow car park becomes full. To mitigate this we will now use the
full length of the car park beneath the A316 all the way down to the Nailhead Road roundabout. 

Commercial
The Nevers location hire yielded the final sum of £46k, a tremendous result. 

This was a very challenging hire that involved almost a year of negotiations, more than 90 emails, many
phone calls  and visits,  22 versions  of the support  roster  and some very long days! There were 94
volunteer  slots  that  needed to be filled with the engine operators  included.  The filming involved a
considerable quantity of props and up to 200 people on site rather than the 120 that was expected.
Despite the complexity and challenges a good working relationship was maintained at all times with our
agent and the production company. 
One area of concern was lack of free access to the areas around No 6 that are required for its operation.
Jerry will produce a guidance document that details our requirements for preparation and operation of
the engine so that anyone hiring the museum with engine operation included is aware of this in advance.

The Nevers, described as ‘an epic science fiction drama about a gang of Victorian women, known as
“The Touched,” who find themselves with unusual abilities, relentless enemies, and a mission that could
change the world’ will be available on the Home Box Office streaming service some time in 2021.
Thanks are due to all volunteers who supported this event and in particular to David Seager for all of
the hard work put in to make this hire such a success.

A request was received from a company who wanted to capture the interior of the museum for potential
use as a location in video games. The request was rejected due to the current closure of the museum but
this is an interesting concept and hopefully we will be able to support this request in the future.

Volunteer and membership communication
The Spring 2020 edition of Triple News is now available and everyone should have received a copy. 

Stephen Fielding has created a Facebook page specifically for Kempton volunteers. The page is located
here:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/kemptonsteamvolunteers/.  This  is  a  good  opportunity  for
volunteers to communicate given our current lack of personal contact. If you have a Facebook account
and would like to participate just view the page and send a request to join, Stephen will then grant you
access. If you have any queries please contact Stephen at: stephenfielding1@gmail.com 

Stephen has also written an excellent piece on the Queen Mary reservoir which is well worth reading. 
This is available on both the museum and the volunteers Facebook pages. Note that a Facebook account 
is not needed to access the museum Facebook page located here: 
https://www.facebook.com/www.kemptonsteam.org/ 
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak 
with your team leader, or see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting located here:
http://www.kemptonsteam.org/kempton-great-engine-society-meeting-minutes/ 
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