
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – June 2020.
Coronavirus
A proposal has been put to the Kempton Great Engines Trust by the Society that details the measures
that will be put in place to allow volunteers to safely return to working at the museum. As the Trust is
accountable for adherence to legal requirements and the health and safety of volunteers working at the
site, they need to approve the proposal and authorise the return to volunteer working. Approval from
Thames Water as our landlords is also required. As soon as these approvals are in place there will be
further communication on when working can re-commence and the steps that will need to be taken to
ensure that everyone attending the site is safe from the risk of catching Covid-19.

The current focus is on getting back to volunteer working at the museum. The possibility of re-opening
to the public will be considered in due course but in reality this is likely to be some way off.

Museum Infrastructure
Prior to the Coronavirus lock-down, Bill Salkilld had put forward proposals to allow visitors access to
some of the museum basement areas, specifically the central area below the turbine floor, the area to the
North side of No 6 and the walkway to the North side of No 7. The committee agreed to progress with
this, with the central area and North side of No 6 being dealt with first. Once we return to working at the
museum, Bill will develop the proposals further to ensure that visitors can access these areas safely.

Engineering
Unwanted noises from No 6 – in recent operation, No 6 engine developed a dull knock in the region of
the crankshaft centre coupling (the crankshaft is made in two sections, hence the coupling). The knock
was linked to rise and fall of the low pressure piston. Investigation showed a slight clearance (0.050” to
0.063”) in the link between the two sections of the crankshaft. This wear was “taken up” by inserting
brass and beryllium shim stock and at the next engine run the knocking had ceased. Interestingly during
work on No 7, the crankshaft coupling was inspected and was found to have been extensively modified
either by Thames Water or the Metropolitan Water Board, so it appears that excessive clearance in the
crankshaft couplings is not a new problem on these engines! (Thanks to John Barber for this update).
Life on MARs (or not!) – those of you who were present at the November steaming weekend may
remember that there were problems with the operation of the Mercury Arc Rectifiers. This has since
been investigated by David Walker and Bill Salkilld who between them identified the faulty components
and replaced these. They have also improved the technical documentation and circuit diagrams that are
present for this equipment which will help with any future fault finding that is required.

Kempton Great Engines Society membership
The online membership system provided by membermojo has now been in place for a year. Feedback
was obtained from some of our members who used the system to renew their 2020 memberships online
and this was very positive. There are a few members who have requested to not renew online and we
will communicate with these members in writing with renewal by paper forms and payment by cheque.
As membership secretaries David Laing and I are finding the system very easy to use and much more
secure and convenient than having the data held in spreadsheets on various local computers. It also
provides centralised and up to date email distribution lists that can be used to communicate with defined
groups, such as the active volunteer community or all of our current members.

Please remember that it is important that we have emergency contact details available just in case a 
volunteer working at the museum suffers an injury or is taken ill. Many of you have provided this 
information but if not, or you would like to check that the details supplied are still correct, they can be 
viewed and added or amended in membermojo.  Just go to: 
https://membermojo.co.uk/kemptonsteam/signin and select ‘Sign In without password’. Alternatively if 
you contact me directly I will check your emergency contact details and amend these if this is required.
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak 
with your team leader, or see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting located here:
http://www.kemptonsteam.org/kempton-great-engine-society-meeting-minutes/ 
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