
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – August 2020
Heigh-ho, heigh-ho, it's back to work we go!
Following much hard work put in by Bernard Chorley to develop a set of protocols and a plan for the
safe return to volunteer working at the museum and railway, approval was finally given by Kempton
Great Engines Trust and Thames Water for a return in the week commencing 20th July. 
Attention will now turn to making a decision on when a return to public opening can happen.

Working on a listed building
As we return to volunteer working it is worth a brief reminder about the responsibilities that we have as
custodians of a listed building. As both the great engine house and its contents are grade 2 listed, all of
our work must be focussed on restoration and preservation. Normally this does not cause any problems,
however should a project require alterations to be made, perhaps no more than drilling a hole in a wall,
then advice should be sought as permission to proceed may be required from Historic England.
Further guidance on this can be provided by our Historical Officer, Stephen Fielding.

Engineering
The Mechanical  team  are back on the case  of  excess  noise from No 6 – updates  on this  will  be
provided  in future editions.  The restoration of No 7 is also being progressed again.  The boiler and
associated  pressure  systems  are  being  prepared  for  annual  inspection  and  certification,  this  work
encountered  a serious problem with the Boiler Water Feed Valve  4 and a tricky repair was required.
Work to fit acoustic shielding around the new compressor is being progressed along with the fitment of
an emergency cut-off valve to the barring engine steam supply as required to finish this safety upgrade. 

The Electrical team have progressed with emergency lighting tests and some outstanding tidying up
and removal of surplus equipment. Some additional lighting requirements have been identified and these
will be progressed along with a number of other outstanding projects. The large project to renovate the
museum lighting will be started as soon as is possible but the aim is to acquire a lifting platform first to
enable high-up areas to be reached without the need for scaffolding. This platform will be lifted by the
museum crane, however this needs very careful analysis and procurement to ensure that the resultant
equipment provides a safe working environment. Jerry has kindly agreed to investigate this further.
All in all a pretty full programme of work!

Some new faces
Our return to work has been enhanced by having some new volunteers join us:
Anna Lappin – Anna is an A level student who has also been a volunteer at Kew. She will be with us
until she goes off to university in October but hopefully we will also see her on those long breaks that
university students have between terms! 
Lidia Martinez – Lidia joined as a life member a number of years ago and indicated a desire to support
us as a volunteer and is now attending regularly, despite having a long journey to reach us.
Josh Welborn – Josh joined us early this year and was just starting to find his feet when Coronavirus
interrupted proceedings, however he has now returned and is attending on a regular basis.
Paul Rattenbury – Paul visited us in a professional capacity to assist with the barring engine shut-off
valve work. Now retired, he has returned as a volunteer and has continued involvement in this work.
All four are providing valuable support on our maintenance and repair work. Once we are open to the
public again we can explore the possibility of further involvement in the multitude of other activities
that are required to successfully operate the museum on public open days.

STOP PRESS – Darent back in steam!
Sunday 2nd August saw Darent back in steam following her very extensive  and complex  repairs. Full
pressure was achieved in the morning to check things out and the afternoon saw several runs around the
loop. The inspection in service test and certificate is now required and then some passengers to pull!
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak 
with your team leader, or see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting located here:
http://www.kemptonsteam.org/kempton-great-engine-society-meeting-minutes/ 

http://www.kemptonsteam.org/kempton-great-engine-society-meeting-minutes/

