
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – November 2020
Covid-19 update
The latest lockdown has once again meant that the museum has had to close for volunteer working.
However it is hoped that essential work may continue such as the urgent repair work to No 6 that must
be completed if we are to have a steaming weekend in March. Also being considered is continuation of
work that is required to ensure that there is no deterioration in the condition of the museum building or
contents along with anything required for health  and safety reasons.  Proposals are  to be put  to the
Kempton Great Engines Trust and Thames Water and updates will provided in due course. 
Note that should volunteers be allowed to return the numbers will  be restricted and nobody should
attend without prior agreement.
These are difficult times and it is bitterly disappointing that we have had to cease working once again.
While the situation goes on please don’t hesitate to keep in touch with other volunteers, team leaders or
myself. Contact details are available on the volunteer area of the website and I am on 07976 255762. 

Health and safety
There has been a second incident of injury to a volunteer resulting from the use of a radial type wire
brush attached to a power tool. This was a serious incident and the volunteer was referred to St George’s
Hospital where significant damage to a tendon in the left index finger was confirmed. Happily this is
expected to heal  without  further  medical  intervention.  Due to this,  the use of such brushes  is  now
prohibited and only the cup type are allowed. Users of wire brushes attached to power tools will be
provided with and must use appropriate PPE. Further guidance on the PPE required is to be provided.

Membership renewals for Kempton Great Engines Society
As the museum is now going to have been closed to the public for a full year, the KGES committee have
agreed to offer existing members free renewal for 2021. Renewal is still required to allow members to
confirm that their personal details are correct but no charge will be made for this. However the ability to
make donations will be available and members will be politely encouraged to do this. Renewals can be
actioned  online  now –  just  go  to  https://membermojo.co.uk/kemptonsteam and select  the  ‘Sign  In’
button at the top right of the screen. If you do not use email, have requested not to be contacted by email
or have opted not to renew your membership online then you will receive a renewal form by post. 

Kempton Steam Museum Business Plan
A well run business should always have a business plan that defines what the business wants to achieve
in the coming years and how this will accomplished. KSM should be no exception to this and KGET
Trustee David Lawrie, ably assisted by Martin Wicks and Stephen Fielding, has worked hard to develop
such a plan for the museum. A key aspiration is to obtain access to the old boiler house – this would
transform  the  museum  by  providing  invaluable  extra  space  for  further  exhibits,  archive  storage,
education spaces, meeting rooms, restaurant, toilets and improved accessibility. The plan is available for
all volunteers to view, just reply to this News-brief requesting a copy and I will send this to you. 

Silence is golden!
The new air compressor that was recently installed in the basement is working well and has greatly
increased the capacity of the compressed air system. However it is a noisy piece of equipment when
running so volunteer Peter Fowler has worked hard to build an enclosure around it to reduce the noise
levels. I am sure that all of the volunteers on site will greatly appreciate the efforts of Peter to ensure
that they are not disturbed while they are resting working.

Volunteer update
Sadly for us Josh has decided that his future lies back in his home state of Texas so will no longer be
with us. I am sure you will all join me in thanking him for his contributions and to wish him all the best
for the future. Hopefully we will see him again at Kempton with ‘good ‘ole Prescott’ fired up again!
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak 
with your team leader, or see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting located here:
http://www.kemptonsteam.org/kempton-great-engine-society-meeting-minutes/ 
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