
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – December 2020
Covid-19 update
Following lifting of the full lockdown on 2nd December, volunteer working at the museum and railway
started again on Tuesday 8th December under Tier 2 restrictions. The Covid-19 safe-working protocols
remain in place and must be followed. As before, no volunteer should feel under any pressure to return.
For the Christmas break, the last volunteering day will be 22nd December, with return on 5th January.

New site maps
Following on from their work to develop new logos for us, Red Kite have now produced two new site
maps. One provides the location of the site and the other a more detailed plan of the site itself. To give
you an idea of their appearance these are shown below but let me know if you would like larger copies.

Membership renewals for Kempton Great Engines Society
A total of 64 members have now renewed their memberships for 2021. What has been most encouraging
though is the number of donations – a total of 44 resulting in us receiving the sum of £1,003. Amounts
given range from £5 to a very generous £100 (thank you Peter!).  All of those who have donated have
been sent a reply thanking them and giving a brief update on the work that has been ongoing at the
museum during 2020. Another prompt will go out soon to those who have not yet renewed. 

Engineering
Two streams of repair work are being progressed to maintain No 6 in operating condition:
1) Low pressure valves – significant wear was found in the arms of the pivoting frame that holds the
upper cam-follower roller, allowing this to flex when the roller moved over the cam sections. The frame
has been sent to an external company to be machined and bushed to eliminate the play. Meanwhile the
removed section of camshaft has been returned to the cam box for a trial assembly to check if the cut-off
adjustment can be maintained sufficiently to stabilise the cam segments.
2) Cam drive gearboxes – the top section of the upper gearbox has been lifted to allow inspection of the
crown wheel gear and to allow the camshaft to be locked to avoid accidental rotation. The crankshaft
has  also  been  locked  and  the  vertical  shaft  between  the  two  gearboxes  disconnected  to  allow
examination of the of the bearings and gears of the lower gearbox. The crown wheel gear is showing
very little wear but the small pinion gear has not fared so well and a replacement will need to be made.
Although this is substantial work it is still the aim to have No 6 ready to run again in March.

Volunteer update
I  am very  sad  to  report  that  long  time volunteer  Andrew Oliver  has  passed  away.  Andrew was  a
volunteer for over 20 years and was a regular attendee along with his late wife Maureen on steaming
weekends,  where he delivered very enjoyable guided tours.  On workdays he would often be found
looking after the grounds and garden to the front of the museum and he also did a great job as KGES
membership secretary for many years. A much liked member of the team, he will be sadly missed.

 

Author: Richard Abbott Date: 7th December 2020

Finally I wish you all a very merry Christmas and hope that you can get together with your families to 
celebrate. Also best wishes for 2021, let’s hope that this turns out to be a better year for all of us.


