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Museum re-opening plans
Good progress is being made on the plans to re-open the museum on the weekend of 26th/27th June. 
For the time being, attendance numbers will be limited and controlled by pre-booking. A voluntary one
way system will be in place, spacing between tables and chairs will be increased and sanitising stations
will be located around the museum. Windows and doors will be left open to provide good ventilation
and guided tours will  be limited to six visitors.  No 6 will  have extended run times to reduce the
frequency of having crowds gather to view the starting procedure. The use of protective screens and
the need for face masks for volunteers and visitors will be looked at nearer to the opening date and any
requirements for these will be in line with government guidance. 
We hope to offer refreshments inside the museum served using disposable plates, cups and cutlery. All
displayed food will be pre-packaged or wrapped and volunteers serving will wear gloves. The option
of providing refreshments outside run in conjunction with the railway is also being investigated. 
The toilets are undergoing substantial remodelling with the disabled toilet becoming joint disabled and
ladies, and the current ladies becoming the gents. The current gents will be available for volunteer use.
The possibility of having Covid rapid testing kits  available for volunteers to use on arrival at  the
museum is being investigated but testing will not be made mandatory.  
This is still a work in progress and the working group (Stephen Fielding, John Barnes, Martin Wicks
and Ellie Quick) will  continue to develop and refine these plans. Initially there will be no special
events,  this  will  provide useful  feedback on the level  of attendance when operating without  extra
attractions. Steaming weekends are also planned for 17th/18th July and 21st/22nd August to make up for
the loss of earlier months. The viability of having special events will be assessed on an ongoing basis.
A communication will go out to all KGES members very soon to publicise the changes and the need to
book in advance. The website and Facebook will also be updated to provide this information.
It is exciting to be opening the museum to visitors again after such a long break but it goes without
saying that no volunteer should feel under pressure to attend the museum to help out on public
open days and should only do this if they they are completely happy to do so.

Static opening days
The discussions on re-opening also covered the static opening days and the Society committee have
agreed to trial a new approach to these days. Over the summer months the museum will not open on
the last Tuesday and Thursday of each month but will open every non-steaming Sunday instead. A
number of advantages have been identified – there have been instances of visitors turning up on the
wrong Tuesdays or Thursdays and the arrival of visitors on a working day can be disruptive and lead to
an inconsistent experience for them.
Details  are  still  being worked out.  It  is  not  expected that  there will  be high visitor  numbers  and
hopefully  only  a  few volunteers  will  be  needed to  support  this.  Work will  still  be  conducted  on
Sundays, indeed working volunteers will be encouraged to talk to visitors about what they are doing.
This trial will run through the summer months with ongoing review and if it proves to be a satisfactory
way of operating will be considered for a permanent change.

Behold the new website arrives!
After putting a huge amount of effort into developing the
new website, Stephen Fielding has now put this live. The
new site  has  a  very  clean  and modern  look,  is  easy  to
navigate and looks similar in appearance to the recently
renewed railway website. The home page contains a very
impressive  art-deco  style  interpretation  of  the  museum
building,  shown  here.  The  website  is  located  here:
https://kemptonsteam.org/    It is well worth a look.
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak 
with your team leader, or see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting located here:
http://www.kemptonsteam.org/kempton-great-engine-society-meeting-minutes/ 
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