
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – June 2021
Museum re-opening plans
The  museum re-opening  working  group  (Stephen  Fielding,  John  Barnes,  Martin  Wicks  and  Ellie
Quick) continue to work hard on the re-opening plans and good progress is being made. Ticket sales
are modest at the current time with 100 issued and sales revenue of £740. Promotion has currently
been limited to just Facebook and Instagram, an email to all KGES members plus a written letter and
booking form for those members who do not use email.  Printed promotional material is not being used
at this time due to its inflexibility given the uncertainty of the current situation. 
A joint museum and railway Trust meeting is to be held on Tuesday 15 th June to review the latest
government Covid guidance along with progress on the re-opening plans. If the two Trusts are happy
for the re-opening to proceed there will be greater promotional activity in an attempt to increase ticket
sales. It should be noted that contact details are stored for each booking so should a cancellation be
required it will be possible to contact all those who have booked to advise them of the cancellation.

Volunteer roster for 26th / 27th June
The volunteer roster for the 26th and 27th is being developed and some roles are filled, in particular for
engine operation and boiler house. Some help is still required for the other roles of guided tours, front-
desk, refreshments and person in charge. If you feel you can help with one of these roles please can I
ask that you let me know. I can be emailed on ‘rabbott@blueyonder.co.uk’ – just reply to this News-
brief email, or you can call me on 020 8255 1828. Alternatively just speak with your team leader.
We are of course indebted to our dedicated volunteers who work hard at these weekends to make sure
that our visitors have an enjoyable and safe visit and I would like to thank those of you who have
offered or intend to offer support for this weekend.
With no supplementary events and the limit on attendance numbers I do not expect the weekend to be
particularly busy. Full guidance will be provided on any Covid safety protocols required beforehand.
Note that all volunteers are of course welcome to attend as KGES members without committing to a
rostered role but please remember that in this case you will need to book in advance due to the need to
manage attendance numbers.

Toilets update
The plans for the toilets have been revised since the May issue of the News-brief was written. The
configuration will no longer be changed (i.e. ladies will remain as ladies, gents as gents and accessible
as accessible). Substantial improvement work is being undertaken; the ladies and accessible toilets will
contain lockable storage cupboards for cleaning materials along with baby changing units and a full
redecoration is being carried out. Each toilet will only be used by one adult person at a time, or by an
adult assisting a child. Locks that indicate occupancy will be fitted to the doors. 

Engineering update
The repair work being conducted on No 6 will not be fully completed but it is currently believed that
the engine will be operable. The new gearbox pinion gear will not be available in time to be fitted by
the open weekend so the old gear has been re-fitted. This will see out the 2021 steaming weekends.
In the boiler house a fault in a section of pipework incorporating an isolation valve and chemical
dosing connection is proving challenging to repair. A suitably qualified welder is required to carry out
the work and this is proving difficult to arrange. However it is believed that a temporary work-around
can be used to negate the problem and it will be possible to operate the boiler for the opening weekend.

Location hire
The location hire scene seems to be slowly coming back to life – there is a day-long photo-shoot
booked for Friday 2nd July and two further enquiries have been received, one for a feature film and
another for a documentary about the Titanic (a very popular subject!). Hopefully this will continue and
we will start to see this very useful stream of revenue income return.
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak 
with your team leader, or see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting located here:
http://www.kemptonsteam.org/kempton-great-engine-society-meeting-minutes/ 
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