
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – August 2021
A mixed weekend!

Day Adults Children Takings

Saturday 82 14 £942

Sunday 66 16 £749

Shortly after being started on Sunday excessive noise was heard coming from the intermediate cylinder
valve system on No 6. To avoid the risk of damage to the engine it was shut down and not operated for
the rest of the day. Visitors were informed of the situation and offered either attendance on another day,
a  full  refund  with  no  entry  to  the  museum  or  a  partial  refund  with  entry.  Visitors  were  very
understanding and happy to take one of these options. See below for more information regarding No 6.
Guided tours were again not offered although it is planned to start these again at the August weekend.

No 6 update
Problems started on Saturday afternoon when a leak developed in an expansion pipe that meant that
the pre-heating steam supply had to be closed off to the intermediate and low pressure cylinder jackets.
On Sunday morning pre-heating was carried out by letting steam directly into the intermediate pressure
cylinder via the starting valve. However soon after being started the noise became apparent and engine
operation was stopped. Over the following days careful checks were made of the intermediate valve
springs, cam follower springs, variable cam segments and valve freedom of movement. No faults were
found and it is now believed that the noise was due to excessive condensate moving through the engine
as a result of the limited amount of pre-heating that was achieved on Sunday morning.  
The leaking expansion pipe was replaced on 4th August and a test run carried out on the 5th following a
proper pre-heating process. This run was carefully monitored by volunteers and no problems were
identified. Chief Engineer Jerry Scholefield has now given approval for the engine to be run in August.

Kempton Great Engines Trust update
This year has seen some changes to the membership of KGET. Having reached the maximum term of
nine  years  for  which  a  director  can  serve  both  Michael  Hamilton  and Ray Marie  resigned.  New
members were recruited from within the current organisation, these being Jerry Scholefield, Bernard
Chorley and Martin Wicks. One new member, John Anderson, was also recruited externally. 
John brings in a wealth of experience of operating in the charitable trust sector. He is Chairman of
Healthwatch Richmond and until recently served as the Chairman for the Environment Trust. 
Nick  Reynolds  is  currently  Chairman  and  Martin  also  acts  as  the  KGET Treasurer.  Suzy  Webb,
Christopher Hobson and David Lawrie remain in place and I continue to serve as Company Secretary.
The Trust will continue to work hard to meet its responsibilities, these being to adhere to all legal and
legislative requirements, to be accountable for an appropriate health and safety policy, to manage the
relationship with out landlords Thames Water, and other external bodies such as Hounslow Council,
and to look for opportunities to acquire funding and to make progress on the business plan. 

Health and safety – first aiders 
Martin Wicks is currently the only certified first aider present at the museum and there really needs to
be a few more available on both working and public open days. The certification is obtained following
a one-day training course and lasts for three years. If any volunteer who attends on a regular basis
would like to become a certified first aider please let me know by replying to this News-brief, or by
contacting Martin or any team leader. All of the costs for this will be covered by the museum.

Upcoming open days and events
There is a busy few weeks coming up with the August steaming weekend on 21st / 22nd and the Arts
Richmond event on the 28th. Open House follows on 4th and 5th September. As always any help and
support that can provided on any of these days will be much appreciated. 
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak 
with your team leader, or ask to see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting by 
sending an email request to me at: rabbott@blueyonder.co.uk

July was another successful steaming weekend 
despite attendance numbers being down on those 
achieved at the June weekend and a technical 
problem that impacted the operation of No 6.


