
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – December 2021
Final steaming weekend results

Day Adults Under-18s Takings

Saturday 128 19 £1,958

Sunday 123 34 £1,844

Winter work programme

In addition to all of this the team working on No 7 will continue with the sterling work that they are
doing to renovate and restore the engine. This extensive Winter programme of work will keep all of the
engineering teams extremely busy over the coming months - if you would like more details on the
planned work either speak with Jerry or email me at: rabbott@blueyonder.co.uk

Making the Museum more accessible
Following  on  from  the  update  provided  in  the  November  News-brief,  further  discussion  on  the
possibility of installing a vertical lift  in the loading bay is to be carried out at  the KGET Trustee
meeting due on 14th December. Further estimates for this work have been obtained and discussions
held with Hounslow Council and the Museum of London. Further updates will follow in due course.

Location hire
Thursday 2nd December saw a small film hire of the museum for the BBC2 series ‘Cunk on Britain’.
No information can be provided on this as it was deemed confidential and the supporting volunteers,
John Barnes, David Seager and Martin Wicks, were asked to leave the building during the filming. We
will have to wait for it to arrive on TV! However it all went well and earned us a very useful £600.

KGET Trustee departure
I am sad to have to report that Nick Reynolds has decided to stand down from his position as a KGET
Trustee. Nick has spent much of his life working hard to preserve and restore heritage water pumping
sites, initially Crofton Beam Engines, at Kew, and then of course at Kempton. We will all miss his
experience in these endeavours, along with his dedication and commitment to the cause. I am sure you
will all join me in thanking him for his efforts and offering him our best wishes for the future.
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Finally I would like to wish all of our supporters and volunteers, your families and loved ones, a very 
Merry Christmas and a peaceful, healthy and happy New Year.

The November steaming weekend produced another 
good set of results with, unusually, Saturday being the 
busier of the two days. We now enter our Winter break 
with the next steaming weekend being 19th / 20th March.

Chief Engineer Jerry Scholefield has now produced the 
programme of engineering work that will be carried out 
over the Winter break. The main item is to fit the new 
pinion gear (pictured with Bob Webb) in the lower 
gearbox on No 6, a major task that will require substantial 
disassembly of the engine. There are also many other 
smaller but no less important tasks to be carried out such 
as replacing corroded steam pipes and seals in the steam 
supply pipework to the cylinder jackets and re-heaters, 
resolving excessive bottom end play in the barring 
engines, replacing the flange and drain valve in the steam 
supply first drain pocket, a 20 year check on the insulation 
and pipework on the steam supply located beneath the 
roadway by the boiler house, etc., etc., etc.!  There is also 
an exciting new project to renovate the stand-by generator 
located on the turbine floor. It is very unlikely that this 
could be bought back into full operation but it may be 
possible to restore some elements of it and create a display 
item that demonstrates to visitors how it used to work. The 
railings around the central stair-well on the turbine floor 
will also be subject to repair and refurbishment. 


