
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – January 2022
Programme for 2022
The 2022 opening and events programme continues to be developed and currently stands as follows:
 March 11th – ticketed evening fund raising event.
 March 19th and 20th – steaming weekend, a joint event with London Museum of Water and Steam.
 April 23rd and 24th – steaming weekend.
 May 21st and 22nd –  steaming weekend and Power Weekend (model  steam engines,  stationary

engines and boats).
 June 18th and 19th – steaming weekend and Science show.
 August 20th and 21st – steaming weekend.
 September 17th and 18th – steaming weekend and Classic Cars.
 October 15th and 16th – steaming weekend.
 November 19th and 20th – steaming weekend and craft demonstrations (to be confirmed).

The museum will also be open for static viewing on non-steaming Sundays between March 20th and
November 20th. Further updates will be provided as these plans are developed.

Museum accreditation
As you will have seen in the recent message from KGET chairman John Anderson, the Trust is actively
progressing obtaining accreditation for the museum from the Arts Council UK Museum Accreditation
Scheme. This has led to some questions being raised such as ‘what does this mean?’ and ‘what benefits
will it offer?’. In response a bit more information about the accreditation scheme follows.
What is accreditation? The Arts Council definition of accreditation is:
‘The nationally agreed standards to ensure all museums are sustainable, focused and trusted, inspiring
the confidence of the public and funding and governing bodies’.
They provide a further and more detailed explanation as follows:
‘It helps everyone involved with a museum to do the right things, helping people to access and engage
with  collections,  and protect  them for  future  generations.  The  Accreditation  Scheme does  this  by
making  sure  museums manage  their  collections  properly,  engage  with  visitors,  and  are  governed
appropriately by encouraging all museums and galleries to meet an agreed standard in:
☺ how they’re run
☺ how they manage their collections
☺ how they engage with their users’

Benefits of accreditation. Accreditation demonstrates that a museum is being properly managed and
governed. This is of great importance when seeking help and support from external organisations such
as  local  authorities  and heritage  associations,  in  particular  where  funding is  being  sought.  It  also
reassures visitors that a museum looks after its collections properly and safeguards them for the future.
How is it achieved? The Arts Council provides detailed guidance on the steps that need to be taken to
successfully  achieve  accreditation.  They  provide  support  and  assign  a  staff  member  to  help  the
museum through the process. A period of three years is allowed to complete this.  
This is a substantial undertaking that will deliver great benefits when achieved. There will be plenty of
opportunities  for  volunteers  to  become  involved  in  carrying  out  the  steps  required  to  achieve
accreditation and everyone is welcome to become involved in this.

The 2021 KGES Annual General Meeting
The KGES AGM for 2021 will be held from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm on Wednesday 23rd February. In a
break with tradition, the venue will be the Inspired Hub, 3 Ashley Rd, Hampton, TW12 2JA. Although
it will be a pity not to be in the museum for this, the Hub will offer a more convenient (and warm!)
location. It is close to Hampton rail station and has a small car park, with parking also available in the
surrounding streets. There is a bar available at the Hub should members wish to continue the evening
with a bit of socialising. Further details and supporting information will be provided later in January.
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For further information on any of these items or on other things going on at Kempton please speak with 
your team leader, or ask to see the minutes from the most recent KGES committee meeting by sending 
an email request to me at: rabbott@blueyonder.co.uk
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