
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – June 2022
May steaming weekend results

Day Adults U-18s Takings

Saturday 165 49 £2,222

Sunday 244 55 £2,952

Nick Higham book signing

Refreshments area
Following on from the inspection carried out by the London Borough of Hounslow on 27th April that
resulted in a level five food hygiene rating being awarded to us, one recommendation has been pursued.
Our food display cabinet is not currently refrigerated and LBH recommended that the food that we
display,  such  as  the  cake  slices,  should  really  be  in  a  chilled  cabinet.  This  seems  a  sensible
recommendation as cake such as Victoria Sponge will contain cream and eggs. Martin Wicks is in the
process of purchasing a suitable cabinet, expect to see this in place shortly giving further improvement
to our refreshments area. Discussion is also ongoing about the purchase of a proper ‘bean to cup’ coffee
making machine which would allow us to offer flat whites, cappuccinos, lattes, etc., as does seem to be
expected these days. These machines are not cheap though and discussion on this purchase is ongoing. 

Making the museum more accessible
Great news – London Borough of Hounslow have approved the funding for a lift to be installed in the
loading bay. The first tranche of money has been received and preparatory work is being led by railway
volunteer Dave Lewis. This will be a great improvement to the museum and thanks are due to Martin
Wicks, David Lawrie and John Anderson who all worked hard to get the funding request approved.

The May Power Weekend resulted in 
our best attendance and takings so far 
this year by some margin. There was a 
tremendous collection of model boats, 
static engines and steam engines of all 
shapes and sizes. This event obviously 
remains very popular and it really feels 
like we are back in business this year!
The Science Show is our next event but 
please note that this has now been 
moved from June  to August. This is to 
ensure that sufficient time is available 
to set this up with a location hire event 
in the week of 6th June impacting the 
June steaming weekend set-up time. 
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For further information on any of these items or on other goings on at Kempton please speak with your 
team leader, or view the minutes from the KGES committee meetings on the website volunteer area.

 Well where do you think you are going to park that then?

  Anywhere I flippin’ want to mate!

Sunday 29th May saw the museum open for a 
special event, this being a talk and book signing 
delivered by journalist and writer Nick Higham. 
Nick has written a book called ‘The Mercenary 
River: Private Greed, Public Good: A History of 
London's Water’, a subject close to our hearts at 
Kempton of course!  Visitors listened to Nick as 
he talked about his book and its subject matter 
and afterwards signed copies  purchased by 
visitors. This highly recommended book is 
currently on sale at the museum should anyone 
decide that they wish to own a copy.
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