
Single News – the KSM Volunteers News-brief – July 2022
June steaming weekend results

Day Adults U-18s Takings

Saturday 121 35 £1,721

Sunday 187 65 £2,381

The 7¼ inch gauge ‘sit-on’ train operated by railway volunteer Josh Webb ran along the front of the
engine house during the weekend with trains hauled by the miniature steam locomotive ‘Kempton’.
Rides were free but donations towards Josh’s project to build a full size replica of Kempton for operation
on the Hampton and Kempton Waterworks Railway were requested. This was a useful extra attraction.
There is no steaming weekend in July and the next one, now featuring the Science Show, will be on the
weekend of 20th and 21st August. The preceding three weeks has been reserved to allow the required set-
up to be carried out to ensure that this goes ahead as planned and offers our visitors the best possible
experience. Further dates are Open House on 10th and 11th September and the Car Show on 17th and 18th. 

Willy Wonka takes over Kempton!  (update from John Barnes).

in the bays of engines 6 and 7.  The audience were seated on the three remaining sides of the driving
floor. A video of the full production is available on the Surbiton High School website and is well worth
viewing, located here: https://www.surbitonhigh.com/2022/06/14/charlie-and-the-chocolate-factory/
The cast  thoroughly enjoyed themselves performing in such an unusual setting and we are keen to
continue to encourage the use of the engine house for school activities such as this. 

Engineering update   (update from Jerry Scholefield).
As  always  the  mechanical  team  continue  to  work  hard  to  restore  and  maintain  the  artefacts  and
machinery present within the museum with recent activities and challenges including the following:
• The Cochran boiler is having a 5-year examination this July. This will include a non-destructive test of

the welded seams in addition to the usual annual checks.
• A definite "squeak" that appeared to be coming from the IP piston-rod on the down-stroke has led to

investigation of the steam oil lubrication line and seal elements to make sure the cause is not lack of oil
(a mouse is not suspected!). The cylinder drains on the IP cylinder are also being looked at as some
water was seen coming out of that seal and this should have been vented through these drain cocks.

• The East barring engine (nearest to the driver) has developed a noticeable clatter from the bottom-end
bearing. This will most likely require the bearing blocks to be machined to eliminate any excess play.

• On the restoration front, a steam-turbine powered boiler feed-water pump has been moved into the
engine house to prevent any further deterioration and allow its renovation to be started. The full history
of this item is currently unknown but will be researched before any restoration work is started. This
item had been stored outside beneath the A316 where its condition was at risk of further deterioration. 

June was another good weekend despite the need to postpone 
the Science Show until August. Visitors who had bought tickets 
in advance were contacted and informed that their tickets could 
also be used in August in recompense for the postponement.
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For further information on any of these items or on other goings on at Kempton please speak with your 
team leader, or view the minutes from the KGES committee meetings on the website volunteer area.

Great fun was had for four days in the 
week of 6th June when the engine 
house was transformed into Willy 
Wonka’s factory for a production of 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by 
the year 7 girls of Surbiton High 
School.  With a cast of 51, the 
students had a technical rehearsal on 
the Tuesday evening, followed by a 
dress rehearsal on the Wednesday. 
Live shows then followed on 
Thursday and Friday, each with an 
audience of 120. Most of the action 
took place on the turbine floor with 
some scenes on the driving floor and 

https://www.surbitonhigh.com/2022/06/14/charlie-and-the-chocolate-factory/
mailto:rabbott@blueyonder.co.uk

